Introduction
Changes of the renal function with advancing years have been studied by many investigators, and by many different methods. The estimation ?f urea concentration in the blood, of the specific gravity of the urine as an expression of the concentrating ability of the kidney tubules, ?f the capacity to eliminate water, and of urea clearance have all been used, whilst some investigators have relied upon phenolsulfonphthalein and other dyes to test the excretory power of the kidney. The invariable conclusion has been that with advancing years the renal function decreases.
More recently, the clearance methods introduced by Homer Smith have been used by Shock (1946) and Hilden (1943) 
